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From The Principal’s Desk

Sometimes you have to look back in order to realize how far you have come!

Education is evolving in Silvermount, it is truly a model school to prove Heraclitus’ quote, ’Change
is the only permanent thing in this world”. Without change, there is no learning and progress.

This is my fifth year as the principal of this young institution and I recollect my first round of inter-

view with Silvermount Management where [ was asked about “The theory of Multiple Intelligence”.

I could think of only linguistic intelligence then. Mrs. Prasanna Hari

Later when I did my research on this topic, I came across Harvard Gardener’s Theory of Multiple

Intelligence and the different domains such as musical, visual, verbal, logical, kinesthetic, interper- / \
side this Issue .....

sonal, intra personal, naturalistic and existential.

Silvermount curriculum is based on this theory .The Xseed curriculum from KG to Grade 8 is

framed based on the theory of intelligence too! 1. From The Principal’s
Desk
The belief that everyone can learn the same material in the same way was proved wrong and students 2 Editorial

learn in ways that are comfortable for them is well understood by the educationists.
Malayalam Poems
I took a test myself to find out which domain I belong to and the test resulted in me being musical .

4. Hindi Poems

and naturalistic. Which is very true and still I am!

Made me think, if I had done these tests in my school days I would have been a music composer or a
conservationist!

And More

into. The curriculum brings out in each child the ability to visualize, learn from objects, pictures,

How is this theory incorporated into our teaching methodology is something we have to look deeply \ j
graphs, videos, internet and other social media.

Verbal intelligence is explicitly incorporated in reading, writing , story telling , public speaking etc

Logical- mathematical is promoted through reasoning, calculation, explore patterns, experiments and problem solving
Kinesthetic intelligence is included by means of physical activity, hands on learning ,acting out, role play

Inter personal intelligence through understanding, interacting with other s, audio, video conferencing, email, telephone dia-
logues etc

Intra personal skill is inculcated in giving students time to retrospect, self reflect, encouraging to write diar, etc
Linguistic skill where students use words effectively in writing, story telling, multi media etc.

With the introduction of CCE — the CBSE also believes that learning could be assessed through a variety of means such as
group discussion, debate, public speaking, projects, assignments etc. The best scores are taken from students strong areas of

performance.

As head of this great institution, I am confident enough to say that Silvermount is on the right track and preparing students for
global citizenship.

Happy reading the first edition of e -magazine — The Silver Gazette! We value your feedback!
Cheers!

Prasanna Hari
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The first edition of the Silvermount International School's e-magazine Silver
Gazette is at your fingertips now. Editing a magazine is a challenge. But this time
we didn't face any such challenge or quality conflicts as we hadn't set any
standards of selection. Because this is just a launch pad for the children's creative
urge to blossom naturally.
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As it says, mind is like a parachute that works best when opened. So ,we give the

blooming spirits an opening without fear. . " A @\?@Q (SD:)GD O—'(OJ em-
el Al )8 )80

The student today is a true individual with unique features, a more complex 31606 3 I Z)(TT)Z)GD“] 9o
person with feelings of compassion, sensitivity and self-respect. We only look at AR WAN

what they do and we evaluate them on the basis of what we see. We fail to fully
realise the wealth of socio- emotional treasures hidden in the sole of a child. We Gl
often complain that the new generation’s views, opinions and aspirations are LR 4 :-" '*‘M‘m iy
Limited, but as you read through the pages of this e-magazine you will discover <THT : ‘ %3(“) A QA '
the jewels within them. : 1M

There is something for everyone here - there are essays and articles on variety of

topics ranging from economics to the abuse of mobiles and from dreams to entre-

preneurship. Poems from prayer to pure friendship. There are fables, travelogues,

memories and book reviews. There is a play that gives much insight into the inno-
cence of children. The anxieties and hopes about our nation also finds

expression in words. So these works unleash a wide spectrum of the teachers’ and m’] (m D m’] (m’]

students’ creative thinking and imagination.

The word magazine has a different meaning- a room or building where weapons,

explosives and bullets are stored. I hope this is a store house of the most energetic m’kmam']mgcam m’]mam']mgczam
minds., that could change the future of the world with their compassionate and ~f)edsom &l A0 almyeeo
creative weapons, explosives and bullets. @(ogg']o_lgo 6)(0)@1(9{30
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Hello Folks!!! Would you like to share your inputs with us ? If so
here's your chance to do so. Simply mail us at
smis gazette@silvermountschool.com
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A Perspective

I3V IBVIY

I wish the world wouldn’t be completely globalised. What fun, mystery or intrigue remains
if everything is discovered and tagged? There should be something left to find, always.
Otherwise, life becomes so predictable. Leave alone the mystery of the Bermuda triangle,
the Lochness monster or the Yeti, even the small mysteries and wonders of childhood, do
they exist anymore? For a man who wishes to make the world his pillow, what challenge
remains if everything is the same, wherever he goes?

Life is not a tube of tooth paste, to be squeezed and the maximum pleasure to be drawn out

of it. It is a gift from God, which we should cherish thankfully. The way present day world
goes about it, shows the craving to get maximum pleasure in the least possible amount of

e time. There is a predestined path for everything, and when we try to tamper with it, the [eS———__EE=l—
e In this era of instant noodles, instant fairness and instant coffee, instant gratification is the norm. Unfortunately, the

consequences are not so desirable.
gratification does not lead to satisfaction as would be expected, but to more demands, and this is where the insatiable
globalization glutton scores. Globalisation can survive only when demands are created. And how they are created?!

Where any soap could clean dirt in a bygone era, now only a particular brand can be used for a particular purpose.
e You have to use a particular brush and even more particular toothpaste to attract the opposite sex.

The powers behind the globalization campaign have only profit in mind and doesn’t pay heed to the blurring of

boundaries, both cultural and economical. The common man, who is at the receiving end of the barrage of commodi-
ties, has been benumbed through intense marketing and campaigning.

IOV IIIBO3D

modern folk tale . The Anaconda sister®

=

Once upon a time, in the forest of Amazon, there lived four Anaconda sisters; Snoopy, Snakey, Slakey and Sloomy.
They always quarreled with each other. One day, their mother Slimy told them to collect honey, rats, berries and coconuts for dinner.
She also told them to stay together and work together, but they disobeyed.

Snakey went to collect rats, and Sloomy went to collect honey. Sloomy wanted to do it alone, and was about to squeeze the beehive
when the bees stung her. Sankey boasted that she would catch all the rats, but when she tried to do it alone, the rats bit her. When
Slakey tried to collect the coconuts by shaking the trees, the coconuts fell on her head. While Sloomy was picking berries, a group of
red ants attacked her.

They went to their mother crying, and shared their experience worriedly. Their mother smiled and said, “ Dear children, we are always
stronger when we work together. You will always have someone to watch your back.”

By Aysha, Ziya, Hafiya and Afeen — Grade 5
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Freedom of expression

Our country is currently debating the nuances
of what defines freedom of speech. We are
talking about it on television, on our phones
and in our homes. We have an opinion about
everything- what we eat, wear, see, hear,
preserve and consume.

Facebook is now allowing us to express our-
selves. Like facebook, India must permit

-Advaith
Grade 6

multiple modes of
expression. It just
released a brand new
series of emoticons
instead of using the
‘like’ button, we can
choose to be angry,
sad, ha-ha, go wow,
etc. but still it doesn’t
have a dislike option.

oo
®E®

Freedom of expres-
sion is governed by
the constitution, but

®eOe

what we say cannot undermine the sovereignty and integrity of India.
In my opinion true freedom of expression comes with judicious use of
words.

THE WATER THIEF

There was a village in
- Uttarkhand named ‘Pani Nagar’. The
villagers named it so because of the

- People were overjoyed with numerous
rivers and lakes. One night, an evil
- scientist named Wather came to village
and stole all the water from the rivers
and lakes using a machine called the ‘water keeper’. The next morning
the villagers were shocked and became sad to realize that all the water
had disappeared. The temperature of the village
started to rise. Soon, the villagers got tired and they
were going to die due to scarcity of water. Suddenly
an idea struck them! The villagers started praying to
god and it instantly started raining. The villagers
became overjoyed and the evil Wather who saw all
this became disappointed and sad. So my friends,
“If there is a problem, there will be a solution”

Jithu
Grade-5

extensive number of water bodies there.

I have a friend
She is very friendly
Who is totally trendy
She is cool
At the same time, a fool
She loves to talk
But hates to walk
She studies well
And likes to ring me up at times
She loves to sleep
And to sneak
She loves to cook

And have good looks
I love her,
The way she loves me!
-Nandana
GRADE-9

My
Bes+ Yriend

Why my friend is not talking to me?
Did I do something wrong;
No, it can’t be, because I didn’t
do anything wrong.
But I am not convinced
Why my friend is not talking to me.
Didn’t she like my song?
I sang to her
No, it cant be because
I didn’t sing that bad
I sang to her
No, it can't be because
I didn’t sing that bad
Why my friend is not talking to me?
Didn’t she like my smile?
I smiled at her
No, it can't be because
My smile isn’t that bad
Why my friend is not talking to me?
Now I know, I am convinced
She has gone far, far away
Where no song or smile can reach her
Where I will never, ever reach her.

“Yumna
Grade 6



Page 6

2015—2016

a0 W@

a@leo@ O] dalelld WI® 0.21QR&H@IWTQM BIERA . Bal03M GBGGaNo

al@a) onIgloom ol oIgIOmI86aRM UM ME008 Bo® MM &ee) .GrEGaNo
Hal@ @R Glwlealssy @ICla .GRaMIQ) 0al0l®w Blaidwloym,) crwlosnemdaslay
MUIBEMMIAMWEBBUD HENE BREGaNo GRAUDIM) .0ANUMIOM GRWIWD O] 2Idd6 10d
0BHIGR)M(® MIBMOLo MI09)) WIO®IW].

@REG~NOD 100] (NIAUDMIHHUdD QUGB aldUOA |30 B@1(BAIW M. D
MUIBOMMIONDEBBUD BROUDSE) M@ds] MandWay)). GoWldo ONMBIOO IR0
MaNI®WWMo MIS1021EBR0 BIFYO! Calderl ~ldm) .

mogleal WMHMI® MRENIaREMM DM B350 DYAIWIL] . GREGaNo @ICRHIOM

@ooM LOXMVA 1M

&Oq) .8

Aflglal aleMme920M CRWM ~f)6BeMm of)M GoaldElal} . GREGaNo MO &L
alOG0R O&HIKOM) . BRANE:ICIWOW MEIAM (M EICRHIOm Wl @
8llafleaiss) &) Aellw &ajelld can) GeM@IW®:ag™o &ys] @IO@OW].
cllalociom® GREGaN0 21DBEBHW ()S)OD MUIBEMMIEMWEBRUD (LDEID
©gs6dE]. @REGaN0 OMIZMRo MUIBAMMIMWEBBWD AaligM OflsHa DMPHD CRW]
@001 . BREGaNo &ISOM (PA10.2®5 1200 DMHW alow] Alls@oo)
@BREGAOOOD GRSV, HEBIOM .

OOy HNRMIM Ma0IWBd @eiles mimy 6ds)

o lell@ eHO1 ©HHOA|S).

(¢)(s] 7272

ealleal pemojemiog)es &) allgl aol “ oo croeg &oqf” . @REYO! agend Gal

@) aloWOM A0M). a)ed Galo) Mmlell. emod @m0 GIMI@ aldleeym;. Lemens @eoa
nlo. wemend =lalloso. 680) Gluavo o)l @RI GO) GRIOEMS)Om). @REQYI!
80) H00j0 alo@IM afl5)ealow]. agead @PaIB (wCOmA. GRIOEMS)Om @0al(d
agom  al0l8e0m@  afls). 60) e6miee)e a06EEla]).  af)d  HeAIS)EMEM)o
MEMIaHEEmIes gl ag@mloioym @palm mamaoslwly. ald®oo M@ @Raled
wamowlo)m). @em alsl®d @Res MaO8SaIWIo)M). G@REBOM &)0a)) Glalarvo
&Fle0mEa0r@0 Ral@] emoglay. @em Q1D  COIEIOM HEEU). DEajoUd EERUD
2lalee)mo alodlslanem. quimoe @rea oo 10 @RBLe)o MUE:So EmIM)o.
MEaoud MRl @6 FlaITuane BHUEMo HFlENM® @R 666iee) allg ®oud
OBI6NBIEM. FMONB HOWICMINWE @REA al0W)o @R2J6M @RERAT A lesweEms. agead
2l¢] MIT1aesS @REA Galdal)HH@I6M.

@REAW)HS MUGMano A0H6IMIAly)

N M2BIDo Mo



Page 7

2015—2016

QQ0QENIM Gandem100) ©alE®INN0o
3)0)alE@INNo

0 MINOUBHTBDSE),  ERMI, CRELIB 1M BQ) IO (LBHUTIUDHEY
MO  amAjZlNlo addNERE8 «1@1610dUW 1.2 oh &:6mdo, GRIM
elj@d®] GRW.IDMo{lEM@  EHUEMONI Mo S oENIGHHAMD) 1Mo
eueng o loym,. Ad®,, 680, BEHEMo, & ISTN)OEBRIOMID IS0,
af)mloueass 1@ glafloe af)8iajnle aglomnyadse. ena G
eflqdleal epaujmondmemsgloal  enso oflsla) AIdYM emieny
022066 Gandem.

2m12)00L)m 8600 GBI Caldelo &E1HOIM
0SHIS)ENMD NI OAINANIT BRAN. 2DIEOOD @ 0N IOOENITD 200
Mmoo mezyes glafloeom All1d@1ee20)ME Im)@a 100 &oq .10
018100046 1156, GRNSHOD100] ) I 1T & ISHem
MIMENIGIS)o  WIOMIQ)  nPAVIEYARPOm  ENIMDOA|SID MRS, 0D
Q1o Qlehojoss @O 100) MANERHMOBHEOSWo 1YEMEBRROSWo &) 2]
21001 220@ BRO GROL)OGONRe GG lo{leM@e BR:Y0. APOMIIGe @D @MY
HeNE15Ga108RA 10 POM BIEEIS WIOMI) GRIVIMAO®)EL)20m endesmiallales
ENIMDOAIS)AM). MIAYO JAIW JDEBREIW ()_Ds"(m,g__‘[i 00 MeNRES o)l leyes
GOS8 18OMBS MY MU [BHOIM MVaNIWo LIE12{15880). aNNSEUD GUIELIG 18§IMo,
ezoa/lmomnimuad® aflairssglo AIBRCMAINERE 0 AlBONISNITENL D0 ONINOENICH
MEEROS MO0V &hyes mlmlgens.

a)MIM 00100061 BeNS)ailsla) @IASIMERAID GaldBRo ENO @DEMo GO
apeflanepensdeyeam @& lwlgasdele) &2000800346) AUFle0GIea P& e layo
a8 ]88 @eQIMallel Oy @51eud ORIV HOEREB:WINEMM)  EYO) 1Ga |
e 102800 RO 1), adnwd &glellmslwlcd a1dgladlm 0w 1w cleewiaemmy
Meaalle)End® @0 (6880 CREAGTWINM CRIDGEOMIS) EYPIAIM0 lE)ONIW #OIM)SE
@2BNRIM  BHOYOM0BOOTYSBM. WIIGo OnleMdysle:ges Zlaflme e @e:dmM
Galolg eng.

alos of)00 Aflauenye afle@ommile eiglendmio af)8al0m 1M oddaes)mseeIMm)o
MaNIWHAI® enN® Mmenwd Allaiemyggniedlomem audenyerylewIes
9aleouilenemeami ad(@o.

q’he function of education is to teach one to think in-
tensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus
character - that is the goal of true education.

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Follow YOoUR Drefims. ..

Become angntfepreneur

Entrepreneurs are one rare and genuine people. They nurture their thought processes in accordance to their passion,
steering them towards untouched possibilities. Entreprencurs on their path towards realizing their wildest dreams are
literally unstoppable. They draw on personality traits, habits and mind-sets to come up with ideas that straddle the line
between insanity and intellect. However, just because you happen to be an original thinker and came up with an idea to
replace gasoline in cars doesn’t make an entrepreneur. Read on.

Entrepreneurship formally, is the process of designing, launching and operating a business offering a product,
process, or service, and the entrepreneur is the person who organizes and manages the enterprise, usually with substantial
initiative and risk. Entrepreneurs undoubtedly are leaders and innovators of ideas and methodologies. They perceive new
business opportunities and exhibit positive biases in their discernment, and their pro-risk-taking attitude makes them more
likely to exploit opportunities.

The exploitation of entrepreneurial opportunities may include stages such as developing a plan, prioritizing, acquir-
ing resources, financing at self-risks, providing leadership and being responsible and timely for the venture's success or f
ailure. Joseph Schumpeter (1883—1950), the renowned entrepreneurial historian stated that the role of the entrepreneur is
“creative destruction” and the changes and “dynamic disequilibrium brought on by the innovating entrepreneur ... is the
‘norm’ of a healthy economy.”

Entrepreneurs typically operate within an entrepreneurship ecosystem which includes government programs that
support entrepreneurs, resources like business incubators, education programs, training, and financing. The best ecosystems
are those found in top entrepreneurship hubs (such as Silicon Valley, California) where there is a conglomerate of estab-
lished enterprises, top research universities and venture capitalists. In recent years, entrepreneurship has been claimed as a
major driver of economic growth in both the United States and Western Europe, where at least one in two have engaged
themselves in self-employment for a minimum of an year.

Entrepreneurial activities differ substantially depending on the type of organization and creativity involved.
Entrepreneurship ranges in scale from solo, part-time projects to large-scale undertakings that generate jobs and drive
national economies. Famous entrepreneurs like Steve Jobs and Mark Zuckerberg, who were college dropouts, are viewed as
exceptions. Education up till the post-graduation is seen as a driving force in the success of entrepreneurs. The reason could
be that the right education foster skills used within their business and to “operate” rather than “run” it.

Risk-taking

Entrepreneurship is all about uncertainties, blanketed by resolute faith and passion. Uncertainties are classified into

three:

Risk - like the probability of drawing a red color ball from a jar containing 5 red balls and 5 white balls.

Ambiguity - like the probability of drawing a red ball from a jar containing 5 red balls but with an unknown number of
white balls).

True uncertainty - like the probability of drawing a red ball from a jar whose number of red balls is unknown as
well as the number of other colored balls.

Entrepreneurship is often associated with true uncertainty, particularly when it involves something truly novel,
such as a market that did not previously exist.

Financing

Entrepreneurs attempt to "bootstrap" a company rather than seek external investors. Bootstrapping includes a
collection of methods used to minimize the amount of outside debt and incur personal credit-card debt and other methods
like sweat equity, joint utilization and subsidy finance. While it involves increased risk for entrepreneurs, absence of
stakeholders gives them the freedom to develop the venture.

Each stage invites a whole party of risks and adventure. You come up with a great idea
that hasn’t been done before, or you take something that has been done and make it better. You
then take a risk and put yourself out there in hopes that people will buy your products and
services or that a venture capital firm will fund you. However, with a bad economy looming and
emerging technologies changing the way we brand and market our businesses, a modern face of
entrepreneurship is uncovered. The challenge seems to be like, are you ready to race?

- Basam Anwar, Students Editor and Entrepreneur
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Lighter moments in a day of work in the English

4 )

1. The question was to make a sentence with the word ‘Lethargy’. The answer written by a ‘new gen’ thinker — ‘y teacher
asked me to write a sentence using the word lethargy. Who said the ‘new gen’ can’t think?

2. The ‘word for the day’ in the grade 6 classroom was Learned, which means ‘having or characterized by much knowl-
edge’. So a learned person is a person with a lot of knowledge. The word was explained using the example of Sree Nara-
yana Guru. At the end of the class, during question time one budding thinker stood up and announced, “Ma’am, I don’t
want to be a learned person.” When asked why, he replied, “The death anniversary of Sree Narayana Guru is a holiday and
we eagerly Wait for that. If I become a learned person, people, especially students would wish me dead so that they can get

k Aysha Moidutty j

nd stop stuff from happening.
arily in Afghanistan. For the samer
hen you read the book, you get a clear
tc plcture of the country’s geographical features, politi-
-eal aspects and culture even if you are person like me who
" hasn’t been to the place  even once.

Hassan'’s loyalty towards Amir is beyond com-
parison. Hassan and Amir uttered their first words around
the same time. Amir’s was ‘Baba’ while Hassan’s was
‘Amir’. This in itself shows us how devoted Hassan is.
Another element of the story which I like is Amir trying to
impress his Baba. All the time we find Amir thinking to
himself how he doesn’t reach his Baba s expectations and
how that makes him down-
right worthless. There are
many such instances in the
story which are equally
captivating. I strongly rec-
ommend this book to all.
This is a must read espe-
cially for children of my
age. Khalid Hosseini has
proved to be a truly remark-
able writer. By Hanan Hamza

(Grade 9)
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Trip to Vagamon

During the Christmas vacation of the year 2015, I went to

vy Vagamon. [ went with my family, grandparents and my uncle’s family. The

» main purpose was to spend time with my uncle and family through a trip. My
® family and grandparents had the plan to go from there to my uncle’s house in
Ernakulam. The day before the trip, my sister and I searched the way from
Ernakulam to Vagamon in Google maps under the guidance of our grandfa-
ther. We found out how much time and kilometers it would take to travel
from one place to another. We drew the route to Vagamon and marked each
tourist place in and around Vagamon.

After planning everything, we headed for Ernakulam. When we reached there, my uncle said that his friend knew
another way to Vagamon, which was easier and faster. Finally, we reached there and stayed in a hotel named ‘Chillax’. The
first tourist place we visited was Mottakkunnu. I went there and I understood why these hills were named like this, because
in these hills there were no trees and Motta means bald and kunnu means hills. Then it was too late and we could not go
anywhere else. It was so windy that my hat flew away.

The next day, I woke up and found that I was covered in the blanket because of the cold. It took time to get out of
it. Just when I thought that a hot tea would warm me, the doorbell rang . It was the guy from the room

The next and the final tourist spot that we visited was The Vagamon Orchidarium and flori-
culture centre. It was beautifully designed. Different varieties of orchids were displayed and a few
were for sale. We bought 2 orchids. Some orchids were kept separately and had a board saying
‘special type’. Their stem can be used as chalks. Then we headed back home.

After the trip, I felt refreshed and happy. I thought that each and every kid who visits this
place will realize the importance of trees. They will decide to help and save trees and plants, like the
Chipko Movement. This is the message I am giving to each and every person. Hisham Hamza.(G4A)

INFLATION: A Chance to Realize

India is an ever-developing country. Our economy has reached greater
heights than ever before. So have our population rates. Similarly, another objective
that has tagged along on the high scales is the prices of commodities. Not just any
products but the prices of all essential products in our daily lives, like fruits, vegeta-
bles and oils. This issue has aroused many protests and movements from the part of
the public. The prices of these goods are unbelievably high. Such amounts to be paid
by the common man simply for living cannot be accepted.

" Inflation is one of the cruelest and unjust issues faced by the people of our nation.

For the everyday needs of any household, so many goods or products are essential.
And an increase in prices of these products will not be favored. For daily needed commodities such as fruits and vegetables,
the price is seen to shoot up live a PSLV that never comes back down. Nowadays, the price of vegetables is nearly three
times more that the price paid by our parents and grandparents a few years ago. Such change was totally unexpected by them.
Due to these high rates, the poorer sectors of our neighborhood are unable to meet their daily needs. As in the case of many
other situations, in this case as well, the rich and powerful prevail. So who is to blame here?

Many believe that the government and politics is to be blamed for this cruel deed. But blaming the government for this is
truly unwise. Economists believe that the increase in rates is also the doing of our population. All cultivable land is being
used for the rise of buildings and offices. Cultivation of crops for our daily needs is not possible here, and this leads to a
decrease in total production of goods to feed our large and hungry population
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When enough produce is not grown in the country to meets the demands of the people, we are forced to import from other
countries or states. This is what results in the increase of prices. The unavailability of the needed amount of goods and
produce lead to inflation. A solution to this issue is not only to stage strikes and cause nuisance, but to take action by
cultivating the needed supply for ourselves and avoid the track of inflation.

Fruits and vegetable are not the only victims of inflation. One of its main victims plays a vital role in our lives; oils or fuels.
Oils can be of various types. Cooking oil, petroleum, diesel etc.. Petrol and diesel prices are reaching record heights. The
major increase has forced people to stay at home. In olden times, hundred rupees would give your car a full tank, but now, it
can barely take you a few kilometers. Fossil fuels are very important for us and our country. Many states depend on its fuel
for energy and electricity. Further increase in prices could lead to major downfall in our economy and lives. The only way in
which we could overcome this is to simply understand the importance of these fuels, and use them effectively. We must find
ways to use them less and save it for the future generations. We can also switch to safer and cheaper energy. But for all this,
we must first understand the importance of these commaodities and value them as they must be valued.

Inflation can be challenging, but it does not always take the devil’s path. Sometimes it’s for the good of
us. Sometimes it’s for us to realize the need of acting for ourselves and supplying ourselves rather than
depending on someone else. We must understand the ill effects and benefits and take action. Complain-
ing and whining about it will not do us any good. But if we join hands to do what is right, we can even
conquer the highest mountains with our will power. But understanding the situation is essential. If we do
so, even inflation can be defeated...

Lina Saleem (Grade 10)

IMPORTANCE OF DREAMS

Dreams play a vital role in our lives. Dreams and hopes are what keep us moving
forward even when we fail. A dream is not what you see in sleep, but is something that does-
n’t let you sleep. Dreams are what fuel us to keep moving forward.

Our dreams form our purpose in living life. Without ambitions to chase, there will be no
goal to live. Life without dreams is a dreadful goose chase. To achieve a goal, we must first
have a goal. For these goals, we need to dream big.

Most people will have dreams, whether big or small. Without dreams you cannot enjoy
life or live life to the fullest. You will become bored and tired of the same unvaried routine
of your daily life and will lose interest in life. You will get tired of your life and start hating it. Only dreams can spark that ex-
citement in you. You will start working hard towards your dream and will never feel that life is dull. You will never get tired
and will be always motivated. This is the best way to be motivated.

If an opportunity is lost, it is lost forever. When an opportunity comes, seize it with both HANDS. With great dreams, comes
great responsibility. It is not enough to dream big and leave everything to the hands of fate. Many people dream, but only some
people wake up and work for it. It is essential to work hard to achieve your goals. A dream doesn’t become reality through
magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard work to be achieved. Without this hard work, a dream is just a fruitless desire.

If you don’t have a dream, you will never be satisfied with your life. You will never feel that uplifting feeling of achievement.
You will never hold pride in what you do. These hopes and dreams are necessary for a human being to function happily.
Without these feelings, there is no motivation.

Without motivation you will be a failure in life. Dreaming helps you to get the attitude of striving for the better and con-
stantly improving your behavior. Success cannot be reached without falling down at least once. These failures make us
stronger. Failures will absolutely come, but the attitude to keep working hard is achieved by our dreams. All dreams can come
true, if we have courage to pursue them. Dreams are the fuels to energize us in desperate times. Dreams help us to face each
obstacle in life with a smile. Dreams help you to learn from your mistakes and make your personality bet-
ter. This steady progression will slowly help you in achieving a big goal.

It is said that when you’re dreaming, you must dream big. After starting to believe in your own
capacity and capability, it is essential that you should set a goal that is difficult to achieve. The moment you
achieve the dream you will be happier than ever. The most successful people on earth are so because they
believed in their dreams and had faith in themselves.

It is essential for every individual to dream. Without leaps of imagination or dreaming, we lose
excitement of possibilities. Dreaming after all is a form of planning. Without dreams we will reach no-
where. Dreams motivate, inspire, improve and help you in achieving any goal you want.

-ARUNDHATHI DAS
Grade 7
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THE FALL OF JEALOUSY

Kareem was a courtier in Emperor Dharma’s court. He was blind in one eye.
Since Ramu was Dharma’s favorite courtier, Kareem was jealous of him. He was
always looking out for ways to make Ramu appear bad
before the Emperor. One day Kareem saw Ramu chewing
tobacco and spitting on the palace wall. “Ah! Now I can
teach him a lesson,” he thought to himself. So he went to
Dharma and complained about Ramu. Dharma was annoyed
when he came to know that Ramu had dirtied the wall. He scolded Ramu and told him that
next time he should spit in a place that is of no use and is empty. Ramu said sorry and
agreed to do as he was told. The next day,while chewing tobacco in court, Ramu spat into
Kareem’s blind eye. Kareem ran out to Dharma. Dharma asked Ramu to explain his action.
To this, Ramu replied, Y our majesty, Kareem’s blind eye is empty and of no use, I can spit
on it as per your orders.” Dharma started laughing and Kareem realized that telling tales
doesn’t help. FATHIMA FIZA(G3)

Life, for most people is a mad rush from one place to another, from one

[ [
New destinations, new adventures
“To travel is to take a journey into yourself” said Danny Kaye. Travelling.....
; Well, it is a whole new dimension. It gives a traveller a sense of mental and physical
serenity and the whole process provides us with a whole set of lifetime experiences
that one would never forget.
..
- S activity to another, trying to gather as much as possible. But travel helps us to
break the monotonous nature of life and just let go- to enjoy and to wander. Yet, it is
safe to say that not all agree. For some it is the opportunity to relax and have fun, for some to explore and get to know
the essence of various cultures around the globe. For another set of people, it is just a waste of time. It is not very
appealing to them considering all the packing and planning. But fortunately, these people are rather few and the
majority understands how exciting and refreshing travel is.

Travelling is wonderful in numerous ways. It captures us with a sense of wanderlust and leaves us longing to
visit more destinations, experience more cultures and even meet new people. Most people travel as a part of their daily
routine. Not only because it is so enjoyable but also because it has a lot to offer. Are you familiar with the saying,
“The world is a book ; Those who do not travel only reads a page.

Among all the amazing features that travel offers us, a very important one is that we will start appreciating
home more. When we spend time away from home, especially in a place where all the luxuries are not readily
available to us, for instance, a village in Fiji that runs without electricity....we become more aware and appreciative of
the amenities we have back home. Instead of whining or complaining about what we don’t have, we realise how lucky
we are to have the things we actually do have and that, in a way makes us better persons.

Better yet, through travelling you’ll learn to embrace new cultures and meet new people. And instead of criticizing
what is ‘different’ there, by exploring and discovering,by meeting people and communicating with them, you will be
motivated to accept new cuisines and other forms of entertainment. You might even pick up a new language there.
Food is another aspect of your travel as it can make or break a vacation. If it’s bad, it will put a negative spin on your
stay, but if it is good, then there is no limit to the gluttonous enjoyment to be had. Sure, some native ingredients might
be available back home, but there is nothing like experiencing the local cuisines from its native land.

Stress is a natural part of life; in fact it helps us to survive! But when we have too much stress in our lives, it
can be dangerous to our health. Many things bring about stress: work, family, relationships, change in health. Even
positive change brings on stress. There are lots of activities that can help reduce stress and tension. One way is by
relaxing or by doing activities you enjoy. Travelling can bring joy to life, especially in stressful times. It can be one of
the best ways to remove stress, reduce tension and restore balance.
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The reason why many people travel is because they love an adventure. There are several different types of
adventures to choose from when you travel. An example of this is travelling to different beaches; some people enjoy
diving while others prefer surfing.

Life is a wonderful gift. It really is, and as we travel and experience more of the world and life, we often be-
come overwhelmed with gratitude and appreciation for all the beautiful moments we enjoyed and people we’ve shared
them with. More often than not, this is a realization that we can experience and take action now while we’re still alive
with energy rather than stacking up regrets by the time we’re on our death bed. Rather than waiting until you’re saying
“I wish I had”, live so you can say “I’'m glad I did”.

As a frequent traveller, it is safe to say that all the above benefits are indeed very much true. From the exploring
I've done so far, important destinations internationally include Switzerland (the best!! ), Dubai, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thailand and many more.

Personally speaking, Switzerland is pure awesomeness!! It offered anything and everything any traveller wants,
from the exclusively crafted Swiss watches to the drool worthy chocolate delights. You must definitely not miss the
chance to visit Lucerne, Bern, Zurich and Geneva. You can spend time in the snow adventures and indulge yourself in
traditional cuisines including Swiss fondue. All in all it’s quite a great experience.

Remember to plan way ahead by researching hotels and must-see sites months before
departure. Keep in mind, though, that it is important to leave room for some spontaneous
decisions when you're actually there. Once you've reached your destination, remember that
sacrificing cheap thrills for the real deal is well worth it, but not when it comes to tourist traps
(i.e. places that are simply overpriced and overhyped). Check out the sites that you will most
appreciate. The most important thing, however, is to keep an open mind. Traveling is a luxury, so
make the most of it.

Faiza (Grade 10)

Mother Earth

Down my cheeks,

Roll the tears,

The tears of a heart filled with fear.

Trees of hope have.dried,

Rivers of love,have Qne "without a trace,
Where are the’animals which act like plllars’7
Pillars of life whtch have now disappeared.

|
(il [

Yes, you arq r1

What a ﬁ) )

Of Mother Earth WhO'lS now dead

Dead because of humans, the greatest creations of time.
Had I obeyed my ancestors, :

I wouldn’t have b squeez{ed like a lime.

Oh God! What ha \% ong?
To suffer this much hlch is, equal to hundreds of tons

I believed SN -
That I will be relieved = A -
Relieved today or tomorrow - - o .
But this hope of today and tomprr&w was alwa’fl‘s filled with sorrow
Down my cheeks, S
Roll the tears, ; s
The tears of a heart filled with fear.
Oh God! What have I done?
By Nanditha Menon-Grade 6


http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/03/top-5-regrets-of-the-dying_n_3640593.html
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Education is not
preparation for

life; education is
life itself.

-John Dewey



2015—2016

Page 20

GARDEN OF CHILDREN
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“Every child is a miracle” are the famous lines of Mrs. Maria Montessori. Each one of them is special
in their own way. When a child is ready to take his first step into the outside world to start his education,
kindergarten is the home away from home and the most important person after his parents are his teachers
or as we call them now, facilitators.

Kindergarten is the place for telling stories, painting pictures and learning to share in its initial |
stages. As the children create stories, build towns with blocks and paint pictures, they develop their abilities
to think creatively and work collaboratively, the ability most needed to achieve success and satisfaction in
the21st century.

The facilitators try to activate the desire for learning. Their questions will help the children to
understand what they will be learning. They encourage the little ones to start developing their skill in lis-
tening to others, sharing thoughts, thinking about what they know, thinking about what they would like to
know and following instructions. She will also assist them in developing a positive reception for ideas.

’

Every year at the start of academic session the KG bustles with activities, the facilitators preparing
and planning to welcome the new batch of children. It is an important time for a child when he first
ventures out of his home and into the world of alphabets and numbers. The little one learns to adapt to the
new environment. It is natural for a child at this time to consider his surroundings with surprise and curios-
ity. Therefore, the facilitators try to create a warm and happy environment, helping the child through his
period of adjustment with lot of love and attention.

Every child is treated as an individual with their own point of view, likes and dislikes. The facilitator
duly respects the child’s individuality and interacts in a positive manner which makes the child feel secure
so as to fully explore a whole new world of learning. A child has an ability to learn best through creative
activities and play. The activities planned for the children are motivating and educational. This keeps the
children on the right track for an overall development.

It is amazing to see them bloom. These children love to receive and at the same time shower love
and affection on their facilitators overwhelmingly. It can even be said that these little angels thoroughly
spoil their facilitator so much that she would probably not want to'work with any other age groups.

)
1" .
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The children are constant sources of inspiration for the facilitator to come up with new and innova-
tive ideas. They live for the present and it is up to us make it a bright and happy one. Their tomorrows de-
pend on our love and care. Every child has its own special place in the world. In order for a child to fully real-
ize its potential, we as parents and facilitators need to be better informed and more effective.

“Plant the seeds of hope, love and peace in the heart of a child and you
will change the world”

(KG DEPARTMENT)

IMPORTANCE OF TREES

First of all, trees have furnished us with two of life’s essential needs: - food and oxygen. After the altera-
tion of the world or we could say after the urbanization, trees provided us with additional necessities such as
shelter, medicine, instruments, etc. As globalization continues, the roles of trees increase. to satisfy the needs of
the modern lifestyles. If we look at how trees help us in a community and the social values, we can see that they
help us to create a peaceful and pleasing environment. Trees increase our quality of life by bringing natural ele-
ments and wildlife. They provide us with cool shade during outdoor activities, travelling and more. Many trees are
hundreds of years old and serve as historic landmarks. Using trees in cities to deflect the sunlight reduces the heat
caused by pavement and commercial buildings. Trees contribute to environment by providing oxygen, improving
air quality, climate amelioration, conserving water, preserving soil and supporting wildlife. During the process of
photosynthesis, trees take in carbon dioxide and produce the oxygen we breathe. The US department of agriculture
says, “One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of oxygen which is enough to
the annual needs of 18 people.” Trees and shrubs filter air by removing dust and absorbing other pollutants such as
nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, etc. Trees control climate by moderating the effects of the sun’s radiant en-
ergy and keeping the atmosphere cool. When it is summer, they preserve coolness by providing protection from
sun and wind, they shield us from the onslaught of rain, sleet and hail, they also lower air temperature and reduce
heat intensity.

Trees are essential for the ecosystem. The roots hold soil from soil erosion. Trees absorb water and
increase the water table. Fallen leaves become compost which turns into humus. Many animals depend on trees for
food and shelter, like monkeys, koalas, birds, etc. Trees’ leaf covered branches keep animals like birds, squirrels
out of reach of predators.

Trees help to increase personal and spiritual values. There is a quote telling us”He who plants a tree,
plants a hope.” Most of us react to trees with pleasant, relaxed and comfortable feelings. How many of your child-
hood memories include the trees in your backyard or old neighborhood?” The sentimental value of a special tree
is simply immeasurable.

Trees have supported and sustained lives throughout our existence .Trees have a
variety of partial and commercial uses. Wood is used for cooking and heating, they provide
us with timber for buildings and construction, furniture manufacture, tools, sporting equip-
ment and thousands of household items, woods pulp used to make paper, etc. Some trees can
be made into cork and chemicals, medicines, and trees give rubber too.

There are endless uses, what trees provide us with. But now I have to stop, but let
me conclude by saying ‘SAVE TREES’ and a small quote, “ Learn character from trees,
value from roots, and change from leaves.”’

LAMIA YAHIYA
GRADE 7
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Education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world. — Nelson Mandela
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Facilitate Learning

Eraironment

on their own.

_One of the main roles that teachers should fulfill is to facilitate
learning. In other words, our task is to make the process of learning
easier for students to accomplish. This does not mean that our cur-
riculum should be watered down or our standards should be low-
ered. Neither does it mean that we spoon feed information to our
students. Instead, we need to make it easier for students to learn
how to think critically and understand how the learning process
works.

Facilitating learning goes beyond our own classroom doors. If we as
teachers, spend our time delivering material without an eye towards
how and what they are learning, it will fit into the student's overall
educational experience but our results will be sub-par. Students will
leave our class little better than when the year began. Instead, we
want students to leave us with a greater capacity and desire to learn

Different Ways Adopted by Silvermount To Facilitate Learning

Following are a number of methods that can help teachers move away from standard lesson delivery and towards
facilitating a true learning experience which is practised at Silvermount :

1. Varying instructional methods to try and meet different learning styles- "Catering to Learners"
Varying instruction means using different instructional methods to implement lessons for students.
Providing variation serves a number of important purposes. Possible methods for delivery include:

Lecture, Whole Group Discussion,
Role Play, Simulations,

Multimedia Presentations,
Experiments,

Making model and so on..........

Small Group Discussion,
Debates,

Outside Speakers,

Skit

Meeting different learning styles needs.

For example, role-playing : To enact the role of Naturalist in the conservation of forest in History class
would help kinesthetic learners make connections with the lesson. This results in Increasing engage-
ment because different students are interested in different types of learning activities. For example:
Some students are good at model making (Creative)

2. Providing students with choice to build a greater interest in the topics being taught - ""Creating liking

to Learn"

When students feel empowered in their learning, they are more likely to accept ownership of it. If a teacher simply
'delivers' the material to the students, there is no real reason for the student to feel any special attachment to it.
Choice allows students to get involved in their learning.
Following are a few examples of how teachers can include choice for students in their lessons:

Allow students to choose from a number of topics for essay writing assignments.

Provide students with a choice of books for book reports and reading assignments.

Allow students to complete research on a topic of their choosing within the area you are currently teaching

that they will then report back to the class.

Create a class-wide assignment such as a historical newspaper and allow students to pick the section and topic

on which they wish to work.


http://712educators.about.com/od/learningstyles/p/kinesthetic.htm
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3. Making real world connections to make the learning more meaningful- '"Learning by doing"

According to the White Paper "Authentic Learning for the 21st Century: An Overview" by Marilyn
Lombardi, cognitive research has shown the connecting learning to real world experiences and
information helps form those important connections necessary for learning.

For example, if you are teaching about Supply and Demand from a textbook, students may learn the
information for the moment. However, if you provide them with examples that relate to purchases they
make all the time, the information suddenly becomes important and applicable to their own lives.

4. Making cross-curricular connections so the information is not learned in isolation- "Integrated learn-
ing"

In addition to connecting curriculum to the real world, you can also facilitate student learning by making
connections between different classes. These cross-curricular connections help students see that learning is not
done in isolation. For example, a History teacher and a Chemistry teacher could work together to deliver a lesson
about the development of the atomic bombs that were dropped at Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of World War
II. It is easy to see how this lesson could be extended into English by including a creative writing assignment on
the topic and also into Environmental Science to look at the effects on the two cities after the bomb was dropped.

Silvermount looks at each of these methods in depth to gain insight on how we can better achieve our
goals."Activate the desire for learning"

Teachers today realize the importance of helping students reach their full potential. This can never be achieved by
simply presenting students with information to be learned. Instead, it is our job to facilitate their own learning
experience. The goal is to create independent learners, not only to know how to go about learning, but also have a
desire to learn new things.

With this motto Silvermount started its journey in 2007 and is successfully moving towards creating learners than
just students with merit certificates.

Mrs Hausath
Academic coordinator

My dream - how I found it

As I float around
In my world of dreams
I see many

Strewn like beads. . i
Looking at every possible dream Once there lived an ant. He was drinking the

But nothing ignites my heart water from the river, but accidently he
And then I see it tripped into the river, but then the dove threw
In its fleet. a big leaf so that the ant could climb on it.
Like a gem in ash The ant was saved by the
A CloE big leaf. The ant thanked the
It healed my cursed gash .
Making it a scar dove for his help. On the
Was it not a blessing? same day a hunter was about
In disguise? to shoot the dove. The ant
! T had found it saw this and bit the hunter’s
My dream... leg. The dove thanked the
By SriAashrita(G8) ant for hishelp.  -Milind
Sudheer



http://americanhistory.about.com/
http://chemistry.about.com/
http://inventors.about.com/od/astartinventions/a/atomic_bomb.htm
http://americanhistory.about.com/od/worldwarii/a/wwiioverview.htm
http://americanhistory.about.com/od/worldwarii/a/wwiioverview.htm
http://careerplanning.about.com/od/occupations/p/environment_sci.htm

Page 26

& (NG ING
TINES

AD Rlo

@oapflo  Aflgleal Gandem @RS1eemMy. GRAIM f)$eMMq aRAdeal
CHIBO T MAWo EMIBS . al(ENs) @6m .

e e i o i

"GRDIMICUD NV EMOOD " af)M OOOHS @RERIDallo])0HIes BRI
HeRHW 0dglealss) lalloflY.al). 6a0006Ms)OM 62101eWIS E2lROD (la]
@ROM Ga1dG]a)), "GRI?". "emIM & 1.2))01dSd, M OEEE1EWI?" BRA IO
wenjo @1@1ay) 621612l @A RAINM 6Bfo QIM). "Grglsd, Mlam] aflglwyo
HIOD 10166 HIW M), 8 (la] Gald®@] &1SMMOEEBSI." BRAIM HOOEE
alO6D." SHAN0BOSD 6MIM MIGOOD A llSHOW &) o]
©BRERI.2 {186 B ®)M). BREMIOS, HBS OOBON Yo CaldW " & la)) fm
@Iyl @eaIe) OflHAER ol (o)) "MIGOOD ~IOlHH MIO8WEL? GO M)
M NemMIMI @Al  a RGBHNMO?" BB} ©GRWIMNa{lal. af)Mg Gandem
Qla)).

988 QOO0 GaldW] )M GRUEHEWIS &S] @rAIM aflns)e eyalwlcalssy
MSM. QOGO QAUMOYo HOEBE WMo af)Ea]dPI0eMaN GRAIM) 23 g,
oofleal @eea almy Afglenemdywien) @AM GRMOOM «I0)SHO® &0 o]
SOAOMO. DM  IMI (@AM B)02]) ey IEygoeN. @AM Meunlo &Slay)
D@ 1HEYMOo  H6eNSy GRAIOM  Galafl BoMMo &S 1HOIM UM @M.
"a{)MIS2?" @RAUD G21d@]ley). @eAIOMIMe @ lenglwle). @BEMIS) A lOWIOM

(0 DOC &HF1000 GRAUM M dyEERIds) aROnlsy.

AL Qlel) GROIMD GROUOE @®MNS). BRAUMOO &:es l0laym afllmlow.
GRAUOMIM ~e@il@) ). GRAUE0S 6.olmimd eys] easemo1S1o1ee)M@ &d6mdad
Mg €otl ©MEIWIYM).dda (l@Pes MOMEE GEPIMBUd GRAUD OO Q]
OBHINE LD 1@ 186)M). alesd @RS @RAIMOIMe) @RAIE)eS

0n ()00 §0.80H W B©) HDFPo, Mlal KlMMo. NSO HY 1M B OO
QUd.2)00.

GRAIOMEIND GRAVIMAG GMIM . HOMEMMI MY IME f)OMID) GMIAN@.
a)ap (IEMEBBEo AOM) O&IME GRAUM GoUi] BGRW] A lCBleH alf)P o .

Mdd Aflsymoy Ao GeInd @IMIG eDYM). BO)d:)50 SaleMdSlde:ud
amy @l "eom) @ralR0flom @emomd me) Gow)] LENE" BBYOT IO,
@RAUIM @ @160 EMISs 1. GRAIR ©sM mem MIIG1eaIee), aldeDmy.

Med il eeaimpe  ellmileye allglealss) msseane@I@ oM. enso
&enl) @PAID GRAUOM MBS a&IMEl0)m). "af)amd?" G 6a1dE]a)).
@RI @aIWIZ]. @AM oflom GRMAIEYES RAIGODES CMIHS W) MEM@O™
GRIDGOOMIN Galdeal @ROUM 2EMIDgY MSm,.

2015—2016



[ ]

Page 27

2015—2016

@ROUB MSMM) 0&INE]B LM Muclo AUSHO EAIWAIW )M &H6@UDNT
el8020)0sWo BHBB) HSIWMIBOSWo MINUGo. BDYalCHY BROROEINBIEMo
GROUAB BROIGIOS AD® OaldODMM@ GRCUND &HIMID@. GRCUD GRAIMOO Gald
aflglal alesst GROIM eoHSle) @1C1000, GMISNIO® GROUM MSME:. GRAUIOS
&0 )a] @eAIM @23 g). @eaImen AflS afomymalm mml eeaigies afls
HY1W)o. BRAINOO Afl§leociom] @oclm ©ldleom) emIes . @GoUud

Ga OO lenm g @1@1a)) aflglaly afls aiocwasmI@IQM1eg)? alcos amMyo
alendeom @ Aflgleniss Cald® 1@ 1eemy. GRAOMEMmD Alldno cmdm.
af)mo@ slafl &demoad @seesIWenoud GRAIM GOS8 AOMTY.

@RS;0M GlMo @GR GRAIM GRO MO alllo® 60 &350 CREIB:d
aflawlafla)y e&2am1ee)m). GrIWEyEBY &IWall® )0 160 13 166M)AIG(O.
©seho ®al®o ¢UAIT]e0D) &ISENMD &) @RAIM GRMEBBIMICUIMIW .
aflg1l@ oM GeaId enIg8o &psla)). @eAIM myMile MSMEa]otd GRAIM
BROUOE OHIMNE GaldW]. BO1EOM GaldBho ®IB1ETM) EMISHIM @MY

e lalgy.

"af)gpo ANWI" @RAINOO GR2IM aNIGIM MM AlO@IM® GHS,.
"W 22(@2Q). DHOIRION BaleMds o8 GRED OEMWIPOO
aROOM0801® AN ®200 @®OM ~1OODIT a® " GRAIMOO
@D &IALOW (EGOMIOS A lOND). GO GBI af)erumaclon
®@lapgg oM mlaiomy aflemy. ~flom®ie eod oNIEE8W @
o0 oM@ (U@ GaldW]. GRAINOO @epegl@ mlm; &)
&eNMId ©odmMI06ms].

0)Ro... ©-21M: GRH6L
GHOq: 8
eawells ud

UL (IO Mo.

omeflajoid &I6m)ds.

2fl@la)) oemIdbalid.

eneflesndmel.

BlalM@oBo MnNdWRUM o )M 1860 d5156Mo aleMo.

Reem Mehrin
(Grade 1)

- ™
You are always a student, never a master,
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- Conrad Hall 0

.




Page 28 2015_2016

Assess nt - ofthe learner or for the learning?

“ The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.”

Education can be defined as the act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, developing
the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of preparing oneself intellectually for mature life.
Assessments are an integral part of education as it helps the educators, learners, parents and stake holders in vari-
ous ways. The primary purpose of assessment is to improve students' learning and teachers' teaching as both re-
spond to the information it provides. It serves that purpose as long as it is done with an intention of improvement.
The word ‘Assessment’ comes from the Latin verb ‘assidere’ meaning ‘to sit with’. In assessment one is supposed
to sit with the learner. This implies it is something we do with and for students and not fo students (Green, 1998).

In the educational scenario, we often hear two words- formative assessments and summative assessments.
For a common parent, these words might be either the same or quite confusing as often the importance goes to the
second part- assessment which is to be considered seriously. Many don’t bother about the type or subject or any-
thing purpose. Let us try to understand it with a simple analogy - If we think of our children as plants ...

Summative assessment of the plants is the process of simply
EVEAYBODY NAS 1o TAKE measuring them. It might be interesting to compare and analyse
THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE .
CLIMB THAT TREE measurements but, in themselves, these do not affect the growth of the
plants. Formative assessment, on the other hand, is the equivalent of
| feeding and watering the plants appropriate to their needs - directly
affecting their growth. The final summative assessment will be the
same everywhere- done with a pen or pencil in a set of paper- going
through a set of questions set to check the students’ knowledge about a
particular topic. We should always keep in mind that the purpose of
education is to make them fit for a life- a mature life as a human being,
a teacher, a doctor an engineer or whatever and wherever his/her talent
is. For that a written assessment or checking of knowledge will not be
enough because in the real life they have to face situations where they should think, analyse, take decisions, find
out a solution and act appropriately. In that case learning and assessing should include all these skills. Formative
assessments are introduced with that aim. There we can bring out various types and tools depending on the age,
nature and talents of learners and needs of the subject.

Each child is gifted, each individual has his/ her strengths. But the time taken for unwrapping the
packages may differ. So until they realise the inner strength within them, we, the parents and facilitators should
guide and motivate them to go through the right path. When we look at the current scenario, especially in India,
parents decide what their children will become when they grow up, force them to take up courses or subjects for
that choice and nothing else matters other than the scores of the written exams. Does it serve the purpose of educa-
tion? Does it meet the needs of the learner? Does it satisfy the needs of an individual? It’s time to think seriously
about all these.

I have been working with Silvermount for the past 4 years and have been co-ordinating internal and
external assessments and competitive exams for students. When we prepare a student for a co-curricular activity or
competitive exam, it benefits them in various ways. First of all, it boosts up their confidence as the teacher has
found something extra in him/her- winning or losing doesn’t matter. By participating in a competition, he/she is
taking up a challenge where they have to meet the opponents face to face and try to be one step ahead of others in
presentation and content. If they win, they take up pride in themselves, make parents and facilitators proud of them
- again improves self-confidence which can be utilised in academic areas also. If they don’t reach up to the first a
few, we are teaching them to analyse the situations- finding out the goods and flaws in their own performance and
making strategies to improve next time. Moreover they get trained to face favourable or unfavourable situations in
life which we will not get from written tests.
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It is well said that the only person we should try to be better than
is the person you were yesterday. We facilitate our students to compete
. with self. Competitive exams help them to improve in this way. An individ-

o D T & <#" yal student’s performance is compared with others from schools across the
. ~- city or state or nation. We don’t know who our competitors are; we don’t
(€5 .
© . know what methods they adopt to prepare for the test. But we know what
>- () . & N . . )
\ ® . © & we were in the previous year, how did we prepare and perform and where
NG e &Y 4 .o do we stand this year in each area. It will help us to plan strategies for the
o . """ coming years or events.

At the end I would like to remind the parent crowd that we should prepare our child for life, not for assessments.
Empower them with the courage to face any challenges- success or failure, because once they learn it, nobody can
take it away. I would like to pass this message to my colleagues that facilitators are the agents of change in the
society as we are moulding leaders of each generation. We need to use our professional teaching skills and the
perspective to bring in those changes. So the assessments should be used to bring about positive changes in the
learners, not just to judge them.

SHYNY HAMZA

(ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR)

A play — The value of friendship

(It is a true story. The names have been changed to respect the wishes of those involved)
Characters - Fadi, Faizan and Anjam — 3 boys of Grade 5.
Teacher, Anjam’s Father, judges, other students

SCENE -1

Fadi and Faizan are waiting in their classroom for Anjam to come on the Social Science Exhibition day with
their group project and model. Fadi (worriedly): Why is Anjam not coming? It’s already late. I think he will not
come.

Faizan: No, don’t think like that. Anjam will never cheat us.

Fadi : OK, OK. I trust him.
(The judges enter the class.)

Faizan (sadly) : Oh no, the judges are here. Now what will we do?

Fadi: Nothing. I already told you that he will cheat us.

Faizan: Now I believe you.

(Everyone is showing their models, but Fadi and Faizan are very sad and very angry with Anjam)
Judges (loudly) : Team A.
(Fadi and Faizan raise their hands)

Judges: Where is your model? There is nothing on your table.

(Fadi and Faizan feel ashamed and go to the mosque. The teacher speaks on the phone, and Anjam runs in with
the project)

Anjam (to himself) : Oh, the teacher called. I forgot it is the exhibition day.Let me run fast and reach before the
judgment gets over .
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Anjam (enters the class, panting) : Where is Faizan and Fadi?
The other students shout: Cheater, cheater, cheater.

Anjam(sadly) : Why are you calling me a cheater?
Others: It is because you didn’t bring the project on time. Now there is no use. The judgment is over. And why did

you take it home yesterday without telling Fadi and Faizan?

Anjam (bows his head and goes to his father): Father, the judging is over.
Father (staring at him) : Why did you cheat your friends?

Teacher (staring at Anjam): It is not fair, Anjam. You should say sorry to your friends.
(Faizan and Fadi enter the class)

Anjam (crying): Sorry Faizan and Fadi. I cheated you. Please forgive me.This is my mistake. I should never have
done it.

Fadi: No problem, anyway you came. right!
Faizan : Let it be an experience that we have faced. It is a part of friendship. Take it as it is.
SCENE -2

(Fadi, Faizan and Anjam are at the book fair, buying
books. The other students of the class are also present.
Anjam doesn’t have money.)

Fadi: I like this book.

Faizan: This book is better than your book.

Fadi: Let us buy the book that has costs less.

Anjam to the other students (sadly looking at the books): I don’t have money to buy a book. Can you give me
money to buy this book? I will give you the money tomorrow. Please......
Others: No cheater, we do not trust you.

(Fadi and Faizan look at each other and turn to face Anjam)

Fadi : Anjam, come here. Take this money and buy the book you want.

Noshan: Anjam, we are all friends. Just forget what happened. Now be serious in your
life.

Anjam: Thank you very much. If you did not give me money, I could not have bought
this book. You are my true friends, Fadi and Faizan.
Atham subair (Grade 5)
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= Mathematics is a subject that is vital for gaining a better perspective on

i ' events that occur in the natural world. A keen aptitude for math improves
critical thinking and promotes problem-solving abilities. One specific area
of mathematical and geometrical reasoning is

TRIGONOMETRY which studies the properties of triangles.

| This has a variety of applications in day to day life:
NAVIGATION

ASTRONOMY

; LAND SURVEYING

Dgndritgs without ,}l Dgndritgs with CARTOGRAPHY (CREATION OF MAPS)
stimulation. stimulation. OCEANOGRAPHY

\ ‘ /’/

Algebra is a very unique discipline. It is very abstract. The abstractness of algebra causes the brain to think in to-
tally new patterns. That thinking process causes the brain to work, much like a muscle. The more that muscle
works out, the better it performs on OTHER tasks.

Why study algebra?" If you're a parent, it's a question that you will no doubt hear as your children study
the subject. If you're a student, it is a very natural question to ask, ""What's the point of learning algebra in
the first place?"

The simplest answer is that Algebra is the beginning of a journey that gives you the skills to solve more complex
problems. Many of the central topics in Einstein's theory of special relativity can be understood only using alge-
bra. For example, it turns out if you are traveling on a spaceship near the speed of light, time actually slows down
for you relative to your friends back on Earth. In other words, if you were to fly in a spaceship near the speed of
light for some time and then you returned to Earth, you would find that you had aged very little while your friends
on Earth have aged a great deal! Albert Einstein coined this phenomenon "time dilation" and it can easily be calcu-
lated using only Algebra.

GEOMETRY:
10 Shocking Reasons Why Geometry is Important in your Life:

SPATIAL UNDERSTANDING:

To be able to understand the wonder of the world’s shape and appreciate it, we need to be able to understand and
have knowledge of spatial use. In other words the areas related to space and the position, size and shape of things
in it.

2015—2016
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NUMBERS AND MEASUREMENTS:

When we know how to apply and understand the relationship between shapes and sizes, we will be better prepared
to use them in our everyday lives. Geometry will assist us in doing that, because it provides the knowledge of how
to deal with measurements and relationships of lines, angles, surfaces and solids.

VISUAL ABILITY

Some people think in shapes and sizes, others think with visual abilities. When visualizing, we need the under-
standing of geometry to be able to do that. Your imagination is like an untapped source of objects that all need to
come together in a bigger picture.

IN THE WORKPLACE

Many different scientific and technological fields require knowledge of geometry. Especially in the more advanced
and specialized study fields, the use and knowledge of Geometry is essential to excelling.

FULL USE OF BRAIN CAPACITY

Geometry helps you to bring together both sides of your brain. In other words, not just be a left-brain thinker, but
also a right-brain thinker. The left-brain is the more logical, technical field, whereas the right-brain is the part that
visualizes and where the artist gets their creative inspiration from. Not many people have the ability to make the
two connect and work together as one. Geometry will assist in doing that.

CREATIVE USE OF GEOMETRY

Think of geniuses that created man made wonders. They all made use of geometry to be able to construct and make
their creative thinking come to life. Without the use of geometry it would only have stayed ideas and dreams. The
same with architects that design buildings with interesting shapes and sizes. Today architects are very creative in
their thinking.

PREPARATION

Geometry is a good training ground for students to make use of concrete materials and activities. Those same ex-
periments now will become stepping stones later in life. It will prepare you to use many different types of materials
and textures together in fluent harmony.

WIDER HORIZONS

By applying geometry, students learn to think outside the box. The same solutions can be applied to many other
areas of your life. For instance, when studying the different population groups.

THINKING SKILLS

When you learn to use geometry you also learn to think logical. This is very important in every day life, as not
everything is easy and understandable. When thinking logically, many difficult problems can be erased and simple
solutions can be found. To reason logically is one thing that you learn in Geometry.

Mrs. Najeeba
Math Facilitator
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